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I strongly believe that teaching is one of the most important activities of mankind.  I come from a family of educators where most of my relatives have had careers in the field of education.  I have taught at both the graduate and undergraduate level at several institutions.  Over the years at IU I have been evaluated dozens of times, the majority of my former students talk about my commitment to quality teaching, that I am one of the most approachable instructors on campus, and the positive environment that I create in the classroom.

These are particularly important for large classes where students can easily feel alienated and overwhelmed.  In these situations I try to reach each student as if I were teaching only him or her, a daunting task for any educator.  It is not enough to merely be accessible or friendly.  A quality instructor must have well written materials, clear guidelines, a sense of flow, and fair grading criteria.  These are the essential building blocks that I depend on for success.
My approach is to teach using examples that emulate clear cut problems that must be solved by analysis and reflection, not by rote.  Students respond positively to the “aha!” moment when a solution becomes apparent.  By teaching them how to think and conceptualize, I achieve a doubly rewarding outcome as students develop a problem-solving mentality and they learn how to use essential applications. 
An example is using Access to teach database design and development.  Access contains many features that make it an excellent teaching tool.  However, it’s GUI driven features are deceptively simple to use.  I do not focus on how easy it is to click on buttons and generate tables, forms or reports.  Instead, I prefer to have my students think about what a database is.  My goal is to help them visualize the specific data and information requirements their system needs to produce.  If a student clearly understands the business rules that dictate the structure and content of their information system, the technical issues become easy to learn.
I am committed to keeping abreast of the impact of technology on academia, science, media and industry.  This personal quest, along with my belief that education is the most reliable road to a better world, keeps me motivated to perform as a quality instructor.
